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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

Do You Have the Right Evidence?
	TEACHER NAME

Linda McBride
	PROGRAM NAME

Warren County Career Center


	
	[Unit Title]

	NRS EFL(s)
3
	TIME FRAME
45-60 minutes


	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	S.3.7
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	R.3.16

	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· Students will strengthen their abilities in evaluating evidence in a text.
	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Students will read and cite strong and weak evidence supporting the author’s opinion. 

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Learners should know what inference means.


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Begin class with every day we need to make decisions based on information and whether that information is valid and trustworthy or based on feelings and opinion. Ask the class what type of filters they use when trying make a decision. Record answers on the board. 

2. Student answers will dictate how much you need to explain but it will still be a good review for others as well. Explain that when reading we think about connections and inferences and questions that we may have. It is also a good idea to highlight specific parts of the text that helps to explain your thinking and/or answer questions.

3. Explain that the following signal word can assist in finding evidence: Because, For instance, For example, It said on page…, According to the text, From the reading I know that… The author said…. Write these examples on the board as well as any examples offered by students.
4. Draw a T-chart on the board. Label one side “Strong” and the other side “Weak.” 

a. Under “Strong” list:
a. Begin with an opinion about the subject. 
b. Supported by relevant facts and reasons. 
c. Arguments are clearly and logically organized.  
b. Under “Weak” list:

a. Use opinions that are unrelated to the subject. 

b. Not supported by facts and reasons. 

c. No logical or clear organization.
5. When effective writers choose their arguments, they think about the audience, their potential readers. 
a. For example, if you are writing a persuasive letter to your teacher to try to convince her to give you less homework, which of these two arguments do you think will be more effective?
i. If you gave us less homework, we would have more time to watch our favorite TV shows.
ii. If you gave us less homework, we would be able to spend more time reading textbooks. 
b. The second argument is clearly stronger because the reason used to back it up (more time reading textbooks) will be well received by the audience, in this case, a teacher.

6. In order for you to become a more effective reader, you have to examine what you read with a critical eye. This will allow you to read between the lines so that you can understand the writer’s purpose and ultimately agree or disagree with the writer’s point. Understanding about arguments will also make you a better writer since you will be able to put your ideas together in a clear and convincing way. Readers might disagree with you, but they will also see that you know how to support your opinions with strong arguments.

7. Read the following sentence; which of the three arguments is the strongest one? Why? 
a. Smoking should be banned in public places because: 
i. it is bad. 
ii. it gives people bad breath and makes their teeth yellow. 
iii. second-hand smoke is harmful for nonsmokers. 
b. Model for the class how you came to correct answer doing a think aloud.
8. Divide the class into pairs or small groups then distribute Practice Activities for Strong versus Weak Arguments, one copy to each of the group. Have students work together to answer the multiple choice questions and find the writer’s argument. If needed, model with a think aloud how to do the activity using Letter 1.

a. Review the activity answers a as class.

9. Provide each student with a copy of Strong Vs. Weak Evidence ask students to read the article and complete the Evidence Organizer T-Chart.
	RESOURCES

White/chalk board

Student copies of Practice Activities for Strong versus Weak Arguments (attached)

Student copies of Strong Vs. Weak Evidence (attached)
Patton, D. (n.d.). Strong Vs. Weak Evidence. Retrieved from http://betterlesson.com/lesson/resource/2911347/strong-vs-weak-evidence-workstation
Student copies of Evidence Organizer T-Chart (attached)


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· If students are struggling pair them up so you can provide additional support as needed. 
· Also struggling students may want to write the answers in the correct column of strong or weak evidence. 


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Adapted from Strong Vs. Weak Evidence
Patton, D. (n.d.). Strong Vs. Weak Evidence. Retrieved from http://betterlesson.com/lesson/resource/2911347/strong-vs-weak-evidence-workstation



Practice Activities for Strong Versus Weak Arguments

Read these three letters that were published in the Miami Herald. Then answer the questions. 
Letter 1: Miami-Dade is the only county in the nation that borders two national parks— Everglades and Biscayne. These parks protect and preserve nationally known marine ecosystems that attract visitors from all over the world and provide us with amazing places to appreciate and recreate. Unfortunately, both parks face serious threats from developers who want to build new homes near the parks. 

1) What is the author’s purpose? 

a) to convince developers to build new houses.

 b) to convince readers to visit the Everglades. 

c) to convince readers not to allow developers to build new homes near the parks. 

d) to provide readers with information about two national parks. 

2) What are the arguments the writer uses to support his/her point of view? 

a) Miami-Dade has two parks. 

b) The two parks protect ocean life, attract tourists, and provide us with places to enjoy. 

c) Developers destroy national parks and are greedy people. 

d) Miami-Dade County should encourage residents to visit its two national parks.
Letter 2: On a recent Saturday morning at 9 a.m., I was driving from Brickell toward Matheson Park. All the roads, including Brickell Avenue, Main Highway, and Old Cutler Road had been taken over by bicyclists riding in groups on the middle of the road. With total disregard of car traffic or safety, they ignored traffic signals, ran red lights, and cut in front of cars. Police regulation is needed. 
1) What is the author’s purpose? 

a) to convince readers about the need for police regulation to ensure that bicyclists obey traffic laws.

 b) to encourage people to exercise more.

 c) to protect bicyclists from dangerous drivers. 

d) to warn people about the dangers of driving on Saturday mornings.

 2) What are the arguments the writer uses to support his/her point of view? 

a) Roads in Brickell are dangerous for drivers.

 b) People should not drive around the Brickell area on Saturday mornings.

 c) Bicycle riders in Brickell do not obey traffic laws and are a hazard to drivers. 

d) Bicycle riders shouldn’t ride in groups. 
Letter 3: I have just arrived in Miami and already have noticed the problem of safe driving. A few days ago, I passed my driver’s license exam. I was surprised by how easy it was. I didn’t even look at the driving manual, but I passed the written exam with only one question missed out of 40. The driving exam was even easier as the examiner didn’t ask me to exit the shopping center’s parking. I come from Spain, where getting a driver’s license can take up to four months. In Miami, I obtained it in four hours without effort. Driving is physical, mental, and reflex-demanding. None of those aspects were evaluated during the exams I took.

 1) What is the author’s purpose? 

a) to illustrate how easy it is to get a driver’s license in Miami and how this might have a negative effect on safe driving. 

b) to explain how easy it is to become a driver in Spain. 

c) to convince people that longer written tests can improve road safety. 

d) to tell about his experiences as a new immigrant in Miami. 

2) What are the arguments the writer uses to support his/her point of view? 

a) It takes only a few days to obtain a driver’s license in Miami while in Spain it can take up to four months.

 b) More rigorous written and driving tests can solve the problem of safe driving in Miami.

 c) Newly arrived immigrants should wait up to four months before they can get a driver’s license.

 d) Immigrants from Spain shouldn’t take any tests to get a driver’s license if they already have a valid driver’s license.

Answer key

Practice Activity 1   1) c

Practice Activity 2 Letter 1 1) c 2) b 

Letter 2 1) a 2) c 

Letter 3 1) a 2) b)

Directions: Read the following passage. Find the writer’s arguments. 

Rights versus Responsibilities 

Wearing clothing with the names of alcoholic beverages and cigarettes on it is a clear violation of school policy. Last week, several students came to school wearing this type of clothing and were promptly sent home to change. The school administration called the parents of these students, informing them of the rules violation and stating that a one-day suspension would follow in the event of a second offense. The policy is clear, and the consequences are fair. Yet I’ve been hearing a great deal in the halls this week about how the policy violates the Constitution of the United States and the right to free expression. “This is America,” one of the students told me. “I have the right to do whatever I want.” Not exactly. No American has the right to do whatever he or she wants. Freedom of speech, for example, is not absolute. Former Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes said that freedom of speech does not mean a person can shout “Fire!” in a crowded theater and cause a panic. We have a responsibility to society as a whole not to abuse our rights. In the adult world, there is nothing wrong with wearing a t-shirt with the logo of a cigarette brand or a beer company. It is legal for adults to smoke and consume alcohol. However, it is not legal for those under the age of 18 or 21 to do so. Therefore, the advertisements of products not legal for use by students should not be permitted in a school attended by minors. “It’s just a shirt,” one eighth-grade student told me. “I don’t smoke. I just like the way the shirt looks.” This student is smart enough to know he shouldn’t smoke, but what about students who aren’t as matured and well-informed as he is? 
Strong Vs. Weak Evidence 

Strong Argument: Statements that are backed up by reasons, facts and examples related to the topic. 
Weak arguments: A series of personal opinions that are not backed up by facts and examples and may not be related to the topic. 

Directions: Read the following passage. Then think about the details the author includes. Which are strong arguments? Which are weak? Use the graphic organizer to categorize the details. 

The Computer Doctor Says . . .
I have been fixing computers for 10 years. The most common thing people come to see me about is the loss of information—loss of files, folders, pictures, and more. Why does this happen? What can you do to prevent the loss of your important information?


 A computer is like a car. Both of them are just a collection of parts that work together. A computer is just a box with parts inside. Those parts can stop working or break completely. One of the most important parts in the computer is called the hard disk (also called the hard drive). In most computers and laptops, the hard disk is where all the information is stored. If the hard disk fails, your information is gone.

That is why it is so important to back up the information on your hard disk. Backing up important information is the number one thing most computer users do not do. Backing up information means you are making a copy of your important files and folders and placing them in some other location. That location could be another hard disk. It could be another computer. It could be an online backup service or maybe a flash drive. The point is your information should be stored in another place in case you lose any of it.


When you think about the safety of your computer files, ask yourself these questions: What if my computer stopped working right now? Would I still be able to get at my important information? If the answer to that last question is no, then you should definitely back up your important stuff. The sooner the better!
Evidence Organizer T-Chart
	Topic: 

	Strong Details/Arguments
	Weak Details/Arguments
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